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• Comprehensive multidisciplinary treatment of the application 

of European patent law in the field of human embryonic stem 

cells and the role of ethics and morality in patent law, 

especially in stem cell related applications 

• Offers practical solutions to dealing with  problems in this 

controversy, such as how the regime of the Biotech Directive 

can be made to work and unblocking the current stalemate 

surrounding the patentability of human embryonic stem cell 

related applications

• Centres around and contributes to a controversial and 

newsworthy current debate in science, dealing with many of 

the legal and ethical questions raised

“This is a fascinating and insightful collection, with the threads brought
effectively together by the editors, who have ensured there is a 
coherent voice to the book as a whole”

Leanne Bell, Medical Law Review

“There is more discussion in this text on stem-cell patents that an
enthusiast could ever dream about”
Anna Feros, Shepherd and Wedderburn LLP, European

Intellectual Property Review

“...the Plomer and Torremans collection helpfully concentrates the
mind on a number of key questions … the fourteen papers are 
essential reading.”
Roger Brownsword, Kings College London
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